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Agroup of faithful form a ﬁﬂd!efrghl procession arpund the shnne to ihe Virgin Mary in South Oakland.

Traffic noise doesn’t mterrupt
serenity of neighborhood shrine

By Malt Waicotf

Bt Gagwrte St 4 var

he endless stream of com-

muters whizzing by on the

Parkway East have no

idea they are passing what
some consider to be the site of a

B,

Even the Rev. Peter Debo, who,
on a recenl Friday, said Mass at Lhe
site during the Feast of Lhe As-
Stmption, didn't knaw about it until
he was asked Lo altend the service.

"Ialwa;smiuuﬂmlgolo
Duquesne, where [ study, but [nev-
er knew there was a shrine here,”
Debo said.

Yel, within view of Downtown,
faithful Catholics from miles
mundgawe_rwlgntg:ovl_wem

at a shrine in Mary
mnh(]aldmd.‘ e

Unlike the massive shrines of

Lourdes and Fatima

marking ap-
remnmolﬂary.ﬁn&auth Oak-
and shrine's beauty is its

simplicity.

ﬁf«wsme..zm
sculpture of Mary adorned with
flowers, has been supplemented
with crosses marking the Stations
of the Cross, a brick altar witha
crucifix for Blasses and a wooden
structure for devotions to a Polish
nun who I said 1o have had her
own vision of Mary.

The twists and hills of Pitts-
burgh's streets hide the shrine well.

To find it, you have to turn onto
Wakefield Street, a one-way brick
street, get out of your car, walk
down a wooden walkway and go
threugh a gate.

Only then does the little garden

Jmﬂf-

e sile overlooks the parkway
Just before Lhe Bates Street exit on
the inbound side.

[n winter. when the leaves have
fallen from the trees, worshippers
have unobstructed views of Down-
town, the South Side and the Bir-
mingham Bridge.

'rl'lﬁe location has its down side:
All the traffic can make it hard to
hold a conversation. be it with God

orman

Bl Strathman. 50, of Upper St.
Clair, who played the music and led
the singing al the Feast of Assump-
tion Mass, said the cars made his
job difficult.

~This is the hardest outdoors in
the world,” he said. ~With the noise,
vou can't hear an &

But worshippers say the noise
doesn't bother them.

i peacehi ead Sty DI
i's so " sai 1Mal-
te0, 69, of Dakland. ~All | have (o do
15 look at the Blessed Mother and
talk to her and | feel better.”

Second Avenue saw his own vision
of Mary on the cliff above what is
now the parkway during his lunch
hour.

Together. he and Toma traveled
1o South Qakland. only to find the
house at 6 Wakefield 5t. had been
demolished.

‘The man recognized Lhe site
where he saw his vision, which was
just below 10 Wakefield. and as

'oma went Lo examine il she wait-
ed for a sign from Mary. There. ac-
cording o Lhe story, she got stuck
ina mud puddle and placed Lhe
shrine at that location. insenbing it
with the date 11-22-1956" :

“Whether the Blessed Mother
appeared here or didnt, that’s not
really critigal. not really impor-
tant.” said one visitor, Marty Mar-
ek 33, of Bethel Park. ~This place
i ice where people come lo
pray lo God and pray in peace.”

‘Aatwas nof the only miracle
said to have Laken piace at the site.

DiMatteo said that about 30
vears ago, when visiting Sophie
McMurtry, who then maintained
the shrine, she noticed the sun's

Oauand a : r
2 mﬁrpumg:lm:m ravs reflecting off a nook in the chi.
theregion is not quite clear. There, McMurtry found a silver
According to one version of the  rosary ofunimown origin. which is
story, a South Oakland woman, per-  PoW usad at the ann Mass.
haps named Sophie Toma. saw a vi- Ancther lime, recounted Marelk,
sion of the Virgin Mary in her after visitors began to adorn the
bedroom in the 1950s, Toma later  shrine with flowers, “Sophie said
erecled a shrineina we have to'have water to water the
but Mary told Toma to meve itlo a dear )
house ai 6 Wakefield St o and behold. like the rociihat
Around Lhe same Lime, accord- quenched the Israelites in the de-

ing to the story, a steetworker at

sert, McMurtry noticed

atny
the old Jones & Laughlin works on — stream trickling out of the cfiff just

wes! of the shrne. Marek sad.
Volunteers now use the brovk ta

water the owers that Jusephine

DeNardo of Oukland arranges

there

MeMurtry Iived in Swissvale and,
everyweek for decades, without ex.
ception, until her death last vear
she tnok two buses to the Suuth
Oukland shnne.

Several of thuse altending a re-
cent Mass brought their own sto-
nes of dreams, appantions and
miracles. .

Three limes in 1990, Jim Gal-
lagher of Camnick, dreamt of 2
showne of Lhe Virgin Mary, and n
wisiting: Lhree such shnnes never
found the one from his dream
Then. al a celebration in a local
church commemorating the ap-
pearance of the Virgin Mary ata
site in Bosnia, “two women [ never
saw before walked up to me and
said *Did vou ever go to the shnne
in Oakland” * said Gallagher. 74.

“[ felt 1 had to go. and ['ve been
coming ever since.”

In addition 1o Ute annual Mass
for the Feast of the Assumption.
mhippersgaﬂm‘ lo say the rosa-
rvon the 22nd of every manth to
mark the anniversary of the
shnne's establishment.

* South Oakland residents. in an
informal network. take lums clean~
u% the shrine. . .

1 15 never vandalized. residents
say.

xd‘ {hl;kn E:d’ukﬂ care ofit.”
said Yol Samartini. a neighbor
hood resident. “We just give him a
hand”
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